Notes from Gro Brundtland Talk
Sioux Falls, SD March 14, 2023
By S. Luschas

About 2,000 people in attendance, of which about 80% were students. Sioux Falls only has about
200,000 residents.

Some world leaders are hesitant about the WHO treaty because they think they will lose power. This is
not true, they will gain more control over their own resources.

Understands that Al takes a lot of electricity, but we must find a way around it because Al will help us.
Kept saying “Believe in the Common Good” and “Noone is safe until everyone is safe” and “Common
Future”

This is the first generation where the quality of life will be worse than their parents. This is due to
pandemics, war, climate change, racial discrimination, etc.

Gro is a member of “The Monitoring Board” put together by the World Bank and WHO. The board
monitors global pandemics. They ‘knew’ in September 2019 that there would be a global pandemic.

Gro is a member of “The Elders” and kept talking about “The Elders”. Finally she explained that “Global
Elders” is a group of former world leaders from around the globe who meets to promote peace and
cooperation. It was founded by Nelson Mandela.

The UN should have intervened back in 2014 when it was clear Russia was planning to invade Ukraine.
Ukraine is fighting for freedom and the rule of international law.

Recent weather events have succeeded in raising awareness about the need for SDG.

The Pandemic response was “Panic then Neglect”. Initially we panicked then 2 years later we all forgot
about the pandemic. This cannot happen again.

60% of Norwegians trust each other and their government. That number is only 109% for Columbia.
Vaccine uptake is larger if people have trust. We must increase trust.

Mentioned Trump several times as starting the “Geopolitical crisis”

Al questions were pre-determined by two students in supervision by Dr. David O’Hara, Director of
Sustainability at Augustana University

Gro received several standing ovations for her remarks.
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r. Gro Harlem Brundtland earned a medical degree at the
D( niversity of Oslo and Master of Public Health degree at the
Harvard School of Public Health.

From 196669, she worked as a phy n at the Norwegian
pircctorate for Health and Social Affairs, and then as a doctor at the
Ministry of Health in Oslo, where she focused on children's health
issues. In 1974, Brundtland was asked to serve as Norway's minister of
the environment, focusing on the links between public health and the

environment
In 1981, at the age of 41, Brundtland became the first woman prime

minister of Norway — the youngest person ever appointed. Serving
three terms, Brundtland was head of the Norwegian government for
more than 10 years.

Brundtland was invited by the United Nations (U.N.) secretary-
general to establish and chair the World Commission on v
and Development in 1983 — leading to the Earth Summit, the U.N,
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de

Janeiro in 1992
In 1998, Brundtland was ¢lected director-general of the World Health

Organization (WHO) and served until 2003 — the same year she was
recognized as Scientific American’s Policy Leader of the Year. Under her
forward-thinking leadership, WHO confronted the global threat of the
SARS virus. Her rapid response and information networking are largely
credited with helping prevent the widespread growth of the discase.

In 2007, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon chose Brundtland to
serve as one of the U.N. Special Envoys for € ange. That same
year, she became a founding member of “The Elders™ — a group of
leaders called together by Nelson Mandela and chaired by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, who contribute their wisdom, independent leadership
and integrity to tackling the world's toughest problems with the goal of
conflict resolution and making the world a better place.

Brundtland’s numerous awards include the 1988 Third World Prize
for leadership on sustainable development, 1989 Indira Gandhi Prize,
1994 der Internationaler Karlspreis zu Achen, International Environment
Prize from the City of Goteborg in Sweden, Blue Planet Prize from the
Asahi Glass Foundation in Japan and Geneva Forum for Health Award.
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